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2 Poul Lubcke(Redigeret): Politikens filosofi leksikon,  Politikens 

Forlag, Copenhagen, 1996, s. 136  
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- Justus Hartnack: “Sprog og Virklighed” in: Malthe Jacobsen: 
Sprog og Virklighed, Gyldendal, Copenhagen, 1973, s. 29-48 
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"GOOD sense is, of all things among men, the most equally distributed ,"  

Rene Descartes: (1637) DISCOURSE ON THE METHOD OF RIGHTLY 

CONDUCTING THE REASON, AND SEEKING TRUTH IN THE 

SCIENCES. Translated by John Veitch, LL.D. Electronically Enhanced Text 

(c) Copyright 1993 World Library, Inc. 
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196

“For myself, I have never fancied my mind to be in any respect more 

perfect than those of the generality; on the contrary, I have often wished 

that I were equal to some others in promptitude of thought, or in 

clearness and distinctness of imagination, or in fullness and readiness of 

memory. And besides these, I know of no other qualities that contribute 

to the perfection of the mind”. Descartes, op cit. p5 
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“My present design, then, is not to teach the method which each ought to 

follow for the right conduct of his reason, but solely to describe the way in 

which I have endeavored to conduct my own. They who set themselves to 

give precepts must of course regard themselves as possessed of greater skill 

than those to whom they prescribe; and if they err in the slightest particular, 

they subject themselves to censure. But as this tract is put forth merely as a 

history, or, if you will, as a tale, in which, amid some examples worthy of 

imitation, there will be found, perhaps, as many more which it were advisable 

not to follow, I hope it will prove useful to some without being hurtful to any, 

and that my openness will find some favor with all”. op. cit. p. 7 
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“All that I have, up to this moment, accepted as possessed of the 

highest truth and certainty, I received either from or through the= 
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=senses. I observed, however, that these sometimes misled us; and it 

is the part of prudence not to place absolute confidence in that by 

which we have even once been deceived. 
But it may be said, perhaps, that, although the senses occasionally 

mislead us respecting minute objects, and such as are so far removed 

from us as to be beyond the reach of close observation, there are yet 
many other of their information’s (presentations), of the truth of 

which it is manifestly impossible to doubt; as for example, that I am 
in this place, seated by the fire, clothed in a winter dressing-gown, 

that I hold in my hands this piece of paper, with other intimations of 
the same nature” 

-Rene Descartes: MEDITATIONS ON THE FIRST PHILOSOPHY. 
translated by John Veitch, LL.D. 

Electronically Enhanced Text (c) Copyright 1993 World Library, 
Inc. p: 22 
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31
"Let us suppose, then, that we are dreaming, and that all these 

particulars namely, the opening of the eyes, the motion of the head, the 

forth-putting of the hands- are merely illusions; and even that we really 
possess neither an entire body nor hands such as we see" . op cit. 23 
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29 
            

32
"for whether I am awake or dreaming, it remains true that two and 

three make five, and that a square has but four sides ,"  Rene 

Descartes, op cit. p. 25 
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32
"And further, as I sometimes think that others are in error 

respecting matters of which they believe themselves to possess a 

perfect knowledge, how do I know that I am not also deceived each 

time I add together two and three, or number the sides of a square, or 

form some judgment still more simple, if more simple indeed can be 

imagined? 
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33

"I will suppose, then, not that Deity, who is sovereignly good and 
the fountain of truth, but that some malignant demon, who is at once 
exceedingly potent and deceitful, has employed all his artifice to 
deceive me; I will suppose that the sky, the air, the earth, colours, 
figures, sounds, and all external things, are nothing better than the 
illusions of dreams, by means of which this being has laid snares for 
my credulity; I will consider myself as without hands, eyes, flesh, 
blood, or any of the senses, and as falsely believing that I am 
possessed of these  ". Rene Descartes: MEDITATIONS ON THE 

FIRST PHILOSOPHY, p. 27 
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Doubtless, then, I exist, since I am deceived; and, let him deceive 

me as he may, he can never bring it about that I am nothing, so long 
as I shall be conscious that I am something. So that it must, in fine,  =  
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Res Cogitans
 


12

                                                                                  
=be maintained, all things being maturely and carefully considered, 
that this proposition I am, I exist, is necessarily true each time it is 
expressed by me, or conceived in my mind. Descartes, op cit. p. 30 

1        


  
200642 
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39 


        

36
"It is a thing that doubts, understands [conceives], affirms, denies, 

wills, refuses, that imagines also, and perceives". Descartes, op cit. p. 34 
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Rene Descartes (1637): Discourse On The Method Of Rightly Conducting 

the Reason, and Seeking the truth in the Sciences. Translated by John 

Veitch, LL.D. Electronically Enhanced Text (c) Copyright 1993 World 

Library, Inc. pp: 36-38, IV.  =  
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Gyldendalske Boghandel, Copenhagen, 1981,1992 S. 82 
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="The first was never to accept anything for true which I did not 

clearly know to be such; that is to say, carefully to avoid precipitancy 

and prejudice, and to comprise nothing more in my judgment than 

what was presented to my mind so clearly and distinctly as to 

exclude all ground of doubt. 
The second, to divide each of the difficulties under examination 

into as many parts as possible, and as might be necessary for its 

adequate solution. 
The third, to conduct my thoughts in such order that, by 

commencing with objects the simplest and easiest to know, I might 

ascend by little and little, and, as it were, step by step, to the 

knowledge of the more complex; assigning in thought a certain order 

even to those objects which in their own nature do not stand in a 

relation of antecedence and sequence. 
And the last, in every case to make enumerations so complete, and 

reviews so general, that I might be assured that nothing was omitted". 

Descartes, op cit. p.21 
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 Poul Lubcke(Redigeret): Politekens filosofi leksikon,  op cit. p. 95  
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Descartes and Rationalism 
(Rebwar Hama Amin Hassan) 

Salahaddin University- Erbil 

College of Arts 

Philosophy Department  

 
This paper is an attempt to answer some controversial 

questions related to how understand Descartes philosophy through 

a critical reading to his usage of few concepts, especially such as 

"reason", "Rationalism", "Doubt" ''dualism'' and "God". 

Beside that, the paper elaborate and improve for the reader 

the importance of Descartes method in the philosophical 

tradition and which position he takes place in it.  

In this philosophical approach, the author introduce a new 

reading for Descartes text in the Kurdish language and the 

possibility of interpreting ant translating his many use of 

concepts and some philosophical problems. The question is: 

how to implement    Descartes work in the Kurdish language 

as intellectual project? 

The mane question for researcher is: Is the Kurdish 

language potentiality able to explain and produce similar 

concepts to Descartes use? 
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