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 (1) Human Rights Watch Arms Project, "Weapons Transfer and Violations of 

the Laws of  War in Turkey", Human Rights Watch, New York, Washington, 
Los Anglos, London, Brussels, November 1995. 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
95/06/01 Report on Human Rights in Turkey  
and Situation inprus 

                                               BUREAU OF EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
 

 
Report on Allegations of Human Rights Abuses 
by the Turkish Military 
And on the Situation in Cyprus 
This report is submitted in compliance with the 
Congressional requirement as set forth in public law 103-306 
- August 23, 1994.  It consists of two parts.  The first 
Covers allegations of human rights abuses by the Turkish 
Security forces.  The second covers Cyprus.  

95/06/01

                                                        
(1) U.S. Department of State, (Bureau of European Affairs), Report on Allegations 

of Human Rights Abuses by the Turkish Military and on the Situation in 
Cyprus, 95/06/01 
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1

1984-1999
 

                                                        
((1))Tamar Gabelnick, and Others, Arming Repression: U.S. Arms Sales to Turkey 

During the Clinton Administration, World Policy Institute and the Federation 
of American Scientists, October, 1999 

    

1984 327,4   585     

1985 423,4   485    
1986 303,7   409,4    
1987 332,9   177,9    
1988 735,5   156   178   
1989 961,8   340,7   90   
1990 943   412,2   85,6   

1991 697   500   100   

1992 741   475   25   

1993 878,7    450   

1994 951,8    405   

1995 536,9    328   

1996 547    320   

1997 1,27    175   

1998 1,01     

1999 1,56     

 12220,1   3541,2   2156,6   
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Congressional Letter to President Clinton 
Signed by 153 Members of Congress 
October 30, 1997 
Dear Mr. President: 
We write to draw your attention to the tragic situation of Leyla Zana, the 

first Kurdish woman ever elected to the Turkish parliament. Mrs. Zana, the 

mother of two children, was chosen to represent the Kurdish city of 

Diyarbakir by an overwhelming margin in October of 1991. She was arrested 

by Turkish authorities on March 2, 1994 in the Parliament building and 

subsequently prosecuted for what Turkish authorities have labeled "separatist 

speech," stemming from the exercise of her right to free speech in the defense 

of the rights of Kurdish people. She was sentenced to 15 years in prison in 

December 1994. She remains imprisoned in Ankara today. 

One of the charges against Mrs. Zana was her 1993 appearance, here in 

Washington, before the Helsinki Commission of the United States Congress. 

We find it outrageous that although she was invited to participate at the 

request of Members of Congress, her participation was one of the activities 

that led to her imprisonment. 

Mrs. Zana’s pursuit of democratic change through nonviolence was 

honored by the European Parliament which unanimously awarded her the 

1995 Sakharov Peace Prize. In addition, Amnesty International and Human 

Rights Watch have raised concern about her case. 

                                                        
((1))

  Congressional letter to President Clinton" Signed by 153 Members of 
Congress, 30 October, 1997 
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Mr. President, Turkey is an important partner of the United States, a 

NATO member, and a major recipient of our foreign aid, but its abuse of its 

Kurdish citizens and their legitimately elected representatives is 

unacceptable. Mrs. Zana’s majority Kurdish constituency gave her the 

mandate to represent them, but the government of Turkey has made an 

unconscionable effort to stop her. Her voice should not be silenced. This is 

just one of many cases in which the Turkish government has used the power 

of the state to abuse people based on their political beliefs. 

We ask that you and your administration raise Mrs. Zana’s case with the 

Turkish authorities at the highest level and seek her immediate and 

unconditional release, so that we may once again welcome her to our shores. 

Sincerely yours,  

1. Rep. Neil Abercrombie (D-1st HI) 

2. Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-5th NY) 

3. Rep. Bob Andrews (D-1st NJ) 

4. Rep. Howard Berman (D-26th CA) 

5. Rep. Michael Bilirakis (R-9th FL) 

6. Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-3rd OR) 

7. Rep. David Bonior (D-10th MI) 

8. Rep. George Brown (D-42nd CA) 

9. Rep. Sherrod Brown (D-13th OH) 

10. Rep. Ken Calvert (R-43rd CA) 

11. Rep. Walter Capps (D-22nd CA) 

12. Rep. Julia Carson (D-10th IN) 

13. Del. Donna Christian-Green (D-VI) 

14. Rep. Bob Clement (D-5th TN) 

15. Rep. James Clyburn (D-6th SC) 
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16. Rep, Jerry F. Costello (D-12th IL) 

17. Rep. Christopher Cox (R-47th CA) 

18. Rep. William Coyne (D-14th PA) 

19. Rep. Michael Crapo (R-2nd ID) 

20. Rep. Elijah Cummings (D-7th MD) 

21. Rep. Randy Cunningham (R-51st CA) 

22. Rep. Pat Danner (D-6th MO) 

23. Rep. Danny Davis (D-7th IL) 

24. Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-4th OR) 

25. Rep. Diana DeGette (D-1st CO) 

26. Rep. William Delahunt (D-10th MA) 

27. Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-3rd CT) 

28. Rep. Ron Dellums (D-9th CA) 

29. Rep. Peter Deutsch (D-20th FL) 

30. Rep. Norman Dicks (D-6th WA) 

31. Rep. John Dingell (D-16th MI) 

32. Rep. Julian Dixon (D-32nd CA) 

33. Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-10th TX) 

34. Rep. Eliot Engel (D-17th NY) 

35. Rep. Anna Eshoo (D-14th CA) 

36. Rep. Lane Evans (D-17th IL) 

37. Del. Eni Faleomavaega (D-AS) 

38. Rep. Sam Farr (D-17th CA) 

39. Rep. Harris Fawell (R-13th IL) 

40. Rep. Vic Fazio (D-3rd CA) 

41. Rep. Bob Filner (D-50th CA) 

42. Rep. Floyd Flake (D-6th NY) 
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43. Rep. Mark Foley (R-16th FL) 

44. Rep. Barney Frank (D-4th MA) 

45. Rep. Bob Franks (R-7th NJ) 

46. Rep. Elizabeth Furse (D-1st OR)* 

47. Rep. Sam Gejdenson (D-2nd CT) 

48. Rep. Wayne Gilchrest (R-1st MD) 

49. Rep. Benjamin Gilman (R-20th NY) 

50. Rep. Gene Green (D-29th TX) 

51. Rep. Luis Gutierrez (D-4th IL) 

52. Rep. Tony Hall (D-3rd OH) 

53. Rep. Jane Harman (D-36th CA) 

54. Rep. Earl Hilliard (D-7th AL) 

55. Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-26th NY) 

56. Rep. Peter Hoekstra (R-2nd MI) 

57. Rep. Tim Holden (D-6th PA) 

58. Rep. Darlene Hooley (D-5th OR) 

59. Rep. Stephen Horn (R-38th CA) 

60. Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-5th MD) 

61. Rep. Jesse Jackson, Jr. (D-2nd IL) 

62. Rep. William Jefferson (D-2nd LA) 

63. Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-30th TX) 

64. Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-9th OH) 

65. Rep. Sue Kelly (R-19th NY) 

66. Rep. Joseph Kennedy II (D-8th MA) 

67. Rep. Patrick Kennedy (D-1st RI) 

68. Rep. Barbara Kennelly (D-1st CT) 

69. Rep. Carolyn Kilpatrick (D-15th MI) 
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70. Rep. Ron Klink (D-4th PA) 

71. Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D-10th OH) 

72. Rep. Nick Lampson (D-9th TX) 

73. Rep. Tom Lantos (D-12th CA) 

74. Rep. James Leach (R-1st IA) 

75. Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D-18th TX) 

76. Rep. John Lewis (D-5th GA) 

77. Rep. Ron Lewis (R-2nd KY) 

78. Rep. Sander Levin (D-12th MI) 

79. Rep. William Lipinski (D-3rd IL) 

80. Rep. Nita Lowey (D-18th NY) 

81. Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-16th CA) 

82. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-14th NY) 

83. Rep. Thomas Manton (D-7th NY) 

84. Rep. Edward Markey (D-7th MA) 

85. Rep. Matthew Martinez (D-31st CA) 

86. Rep. Robert Matsui (D-5th CA) 

87. Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D-4th NY) 

88. Rep. Joseph McDade (R-10th PA) 

89. Rep. Jim McDermott (D-7th WA) 

90. Rep. James McGovern (D-3rd MA) 

91. Rep. Cynthia McKinney (D-4th GA) 

92. Rep. Michael McNulty (D-21st NY) 

93. Rep. Martin Meehan (D-5th MA) 

94. Rep. Carrie Meek (D-17th FL) 

95. Rep. Robert Menendez (D-13th NJ) 

96. Rep. George Miller (D-7th CA) 
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97. Rep. Patsy Mink (D-2nd HI) 

98. Rep. Joe Moakley (D-9th MA) 
99. Rep. James Moran (D-8th VA) 

100. Rep. Constance Morella (R-8th MD) 
101. Rep. Sue Myrick (R-9th NC) 

102. Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-8th NY) 
103. Rep. Richard E. Neal (D-2nd MA) 

104. Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-DC) 
105. Rep. David Obey (D-7th WI) 

106. Rep. John Olver (D-1st MA) 
107. Rep. Major Owens (D-11th NY) 

108. Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6th NJ) 
109. Rep. Michael Pappas (R-12th NJ) 

110. Rep. William Pascrell (D-8th NJ) 
111. Rep. Ed Pastor (D-2nd AZ) 

112. Rep. Donald Payne (D-10th NJ) 
113. Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-8th CA) 

114. Rep. John Porter (R-10th IL)* 
115. Rep. Glenn Poshard (D-19th IL) 

116. Rep. David Price (D-4th NC) 
117. Rep. Deborah Pryce (R-15th OH) 

118. Rep. Lynn Rivers (D-13th MI) 
119. Rep. Steven Rothman (D-9th NJ) 

120. Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-33rd CA) 
121. Rep. Edward Royce (R-39th CA) 

122. Rep. Bobby Rush (D-1st IL) 
123. Rep. Loretta Sanchez (D-46th CA) 

124. Rep. Bernard Sanders (I-VT) 
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125. Rep. Charles Schumer (D-9th NY) 

126. Rep. Jose Serrano (D-16th NY) 

127. Rep. David E. Skaggs (D-2nd CO) 

128. Rep. Christopher Shays (R-4th CT) 

129. Rep. Brad Sherman (D-24th CA) 

130. Rep. Louise Slaughter (D-28th NY) 

131. Rep. Christopher Smith (R-4th NJ) 

132. Rep. Linda Smith (R-3rd WA) 

133. Rep. Pete Stark (D-13th CA) 

134. Rep. Louis Stokes (D-11th OH) 

135. Rep. James Talent (R-2nd MO) 

136. Rep. Karen Thurman (D-5th FL) 

137. Rep. John F. Tierney (D-6th MA) 

138. Rep. Esteban Torres (D-34th CA)* 

139. Rep. Edolphus Towns (D-10th NY) 

140. Rep. James Traficant (D-17th OH) 

141. Rep. Jim Turner (D-2nd TX) 

142. Del. Robert Underwood (D-GU) 

143. Rep. Fred Upton (R-6th MI) 

144. Rep. Nydia Velazquez (D-12th NY) 

145. Rep. Peter Visclosky (D-1st IN) 

146. Rep. Maxine Waters (D-35th CA) 

147. Rep. Melvin Watt (D-12th NC) 

148. Rep. Henry Waxman (D-29th CA) 

149. Rep. Curt Weldon (R-7th PA) 
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150. Rep. Frank Wolf (R-10th VA)* 

151. Rep. Lynn Woolsey (D-6th CA) 

152. Rep. Albert Wynn (D-4th MD) 

153. Rep. Sidney R. Yates (D-9th IL) 

*These members of the U.S. Congress initiated the effort. 
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House Concurrent Resolution 136  
Thursday, January 25, 1996 
104TH CONGRESS  
2D SESSION 
H. CON. RES. 136 
 
Expressing the sense of the Congress concerning resolution of 

the conflict between the Government of Turkey and Kurdish 
Militants IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES January 25, 
1996 Mr. Smith of New Jersey (for himself and Mr. Hoyer) 
submitted the following concurrent resolution:  which was referred 
to the Committee on International Relations CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION Expressing the sense of the Congress concerning 
resolution of the conflict between the government of Turkey and 
Kurdish militants. 

Whereas armed conflict has existed in southeastern Turkey since 
1984, and the entire region has been placed under a state of 
emergency since 1987; Whereas the human toll of this conflict has 
been great, with the loss of more than 20,000 lives the displacement 

                                                        
((1)  ) House Concurrent Resolution 136, 10uth Congress, 2D Session, 25 January, 

1996 
  414

of more than 3,000,000 civilians, and the destruction of more than 
2,650 Kurdish villages; Whereas free expression in Turkey is 
restricted by laws which criminalize non-violent expression, 
resulting in the incarceration of journalists, writers, academics, 
human rights activists, and others as political prisoners; Whereas in 
the last two years, 13 Kurdish members of Turkey's parliament 
have been removed from office, jailed, or exiled for expressing 
political opinions or having alleged contacts with the illegal 
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK).  

Whereas Kurdish citizens of Turkey have been denied certain 
basic political and civil rights such as the right to full and free 
participation in political life, the right to be educated in their mother 
language, and the right to freely write and publish materials in the 
Kurdish language. 

Whereas the conflict between Kurdish guerrillas and Turkish 
armed forces has spilled over Turkey's borders and threatens the 
stability of the nation. 

Whereas the escalating conflict poses grave threats to economic 
stability and the existing political order and prevents realization of 
full-fledged democracy. 

Whereas international and local humanitarian organizations, 
including the International Committee of the Red Cross, have been 
denied access to southern Turkey. 

Whereas terrorism is a grave threat to human rights and violates  
international law. 
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Whereas Turkey's leaders have made commitments to building a 
democratic society and have made significant progress in realizing 
this goal. 

Whereas the government of Turkey has acceded to upholding 
international human rights agreements, including the United 
Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Geneva 
Conventions, and the Helsinki Final Act. 

Whereas Turkey, a member of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, is an important strategic and economic partner of the 
United States. 

Whereas long-term strategic and economic interests of the 
United States are jeopardized by the continuing conflict in Turkey; 

Whereas after 11 years, Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) 
guerrilla leaders have offered to lay down their weapons. 

Whereas a military solution to the Kurdish question in Turkey is 
not possible, and only a nonviolent political solution can bring 
peace, stability, full democracy, and prosperity to Turkey; and  

Whereas such a solution must be sought and implemented within 
the framework of the Republic of Turkey;  Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), 
That it is the sense of the Congress that: 
1.  the government of Turkey should immediately release all 

political prisoners and lift restriction on free expression and 
thereby enable Turkish citizens, including those of Kurdish 
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origin, to enjoy the political and cultural rights of peoples in all 
democratic countries; 

2.  the President should take every opportunity to encourage the 
Government of Turkey to initiate steps to end the armed 
confrontation in that country; 

3.  the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) should declare a cease-fire 
and restate support for resolution of the conflict through 
democratic means and within the framework of the territorial 
unity of the Republic of Turkey; 

4.  the Government of Turkey should declare a cease-fire and 
reaffirm a foundation upon which its Republic is based: "Peace 
at home, Peace in the world"; 

5.  upon cessation of hostilities, the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and other appropriate humanitarian and monitoring 
organizations should be given access to southeastern Turkey; 

6.  the Government of Turkey should take steps to reduce the 
potential for future confrontation, including-- 

A.  allowing all political parties committed to nonviolence to 
participate in Turkish political life; 

B.  repealing the state of emergency in southeastern Turkey;    
C.  dismantling the paramilitary "village guard" system; 
D.  lifting all constraints on the dissemination in the Kurdish 

language of television and radio broadcasts, print, music, and 
other media; 

E.  allowing schools to offer instruction in the Kurdish language; 
and  
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F.  establishing consultative mechanisms to defuse sources of 
conflict and propose strategies to resolve current crisis in 
southeastern Turkey;  and 

7.  the President should support providing technical assistance to 
carry out paragraphs (1) through (6). 
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The Testimony of Ahmet Turk and Leyla Zana Before the 
Helsinki Commission of the United States Congress  

May 17, 1993  
 
[On May 17, 1993, two members of the Peoples Labor Party, HEP, 

Mr. Ahmet Turk and Mrs. Leyla Zana were invited to testify before 
the Helsinki Commission of the United States Congress. What follows 
is their written statement. The speech was delivered on behalf of 
Ahmet Turk by his translator.]  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  
I thank you for the opportunity to address you on the plight of the 

Kurds. My stateless, helpless and often persecuted people need all the 
attention you can give. Your concern is gratifying. On behalf of some 
thirty million Kurds, I appreciate it.  

History is witness to the fact that we Kurds have been living in 
what today is known as Kurdistan for about 4000 years. Sometimes 
free, sometimes not, we have had our share of different neighbors and 
succeeding governments. Today, we still live on our land, but 
subjected to the rule of others. The Turks, the Arabs and the Persians 
have shared Kurdistan among themselves as a colony without any 
rights. We have been exploited not only materially, but also spiritually, 
to the degree that our existence as a distinct nation is in jeopardy.  

In Turkey, we Kurds, live a very precarious life. Though promised 
equality, with the Turks, we have been subjugated to a policy of total 
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assimilation. Our language is banned, we can not write in our God-
given mother tongue. Those of us who come to terms with the truth and 
accept the fact that we are Kurds face double standards in the so-called 
Turkish democracy. Instead of promotions, we face demotions; instead 
of freedom, we face imprisonment as potential separatists. Life has 
become a political struggle, one that ties the individual to his people, 
because our people suffer and because we want to end their suffering.  

The individual or collective Kurdish response as could be expected 
has been both violent and non-violent. In different parts of Turkish 
Kurdistan, year in and year out, the Kurds of both sexes and all ages 
have risen in arms to let the Turks know that they are Kurds and that 
they are not going to accept assimilation, to be Turks. In Diyarbakir, in 
Dersim, in Kocgiri and in various other parts of Kurdistan , they have 
participated in uprisings and invariably they were silenced with 
violence. The Kurdish masses together with their leaders were crushed 
or exiled. Today is no different. The fight is still for freedom, for liberty, 
for basic human rights as 20th century citizens of this world.  

Turkish Kurdistan is in turmoil today. Some of us are engaged with a 

nonviolent political struggle to redeem a people, to have it join the 

family of nations on an equality basis. Others among us have resorted to 

armed struggle, losing hope with the slow pace of reforms to validate a 

nation. Our means are different; our goal is the same. My hope is that, I 

make you privy to both struggles and have you side with the democratic 

forces and help us expedite the work of nonviolence. All we are asking 

is to have you give democracy a chance for stability of the region , and 

for the brotherhood of the nations in the Middle East.  
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I am here as the leader of the People's Labor Party, an 18 member 
entity, in the Turkish Parliament, dedicated to advocating the rights of 
the Kurds through political means. But our road is blocked, our staff is 
harassed and our party is prosecuted with a closure by the Turkish 
Constitutional Court. This says a lot about the status of Kurds in 
Turkey. Our duty to our conscience as Kurds, and to our people as 
their representatives, is putting us at variance with the state laws.  

Allow me to cite you an example to make my point. I and a number 
of my fellow Kurdish Parliamentarians were elected on the Social 
Democratic Party ticket to the Turkish Parliament. Some of us 
attended a conference in Paris. Among its topics there was the issue of 
human rights abuses-- of the Kurds-- in Turkey. When we returned 
from the French capital, we found ourselves dismissed from our party 
for attending such a meeting.  

I give this example to make a point about the fragility of the 

democracy in Turkey. Ours is the task to be truthful to the aspirations 

of our people as Kurds and also not to be caught by the long arm of the 

Turkish law that prohibits such an activity. Since 1980, we have been 

at odds with the Turkish state laws, more than ever before. The Kurds 

have asked for more political rights; the government in Ankara has 

responded with more force. First, a military rule has replaced the civil 

administration in the South-East. A "Village Guard" system has been 

established to pit the Kurd against his fellow Kurd. An Islamic 

fundamentalist group, Hizbi-Kontra, housed, trained by the MIT, the 

Turkish Secret Service, and set free to gun down the secular and 

democratic forces in the Kurdish movement.  
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To have you glimpse at the toll the Kurds have suffered, just last 
year alone, reminds one of Elie Wiesel and his reflections on the 
Jewish Holocaust. 300 villages have been burnt and leveled to the 
ground for harboring Kurdish freedom fighters. 600 of them have been 
evacuated of their inhabitants by force. 640 Kurdish political activists, 
among them 46 members of my own party, have been murdered under 
mysterious circumstances, sometimes with a single bullet, from the 
back their head, indicating the callousness and uniformity of the 
barbaric crimes. Six sizable towns, Sirnak, Cizre, Lice, Kulp, Hazro, 
and Nusaybin have been bombarded with BRD tanks, courtesy of the 
German government, and its shopping districts set afire without a 
declaration of war.  

Responding to the atrocities of this nature, and committed to 
eradicating the very existence of the Turkish presence from the soil of 
Kurdistan, the PKK, the Kurdistan Worker Party and its guerrillas 
have battled the Turkish army for the last nine years. Notwithstanding 
the Turkish claims, both sides have inflicted on each other deadly 
blows. Our rather unscientific reports indicate that three thousand 
Guerrilla and as many Turkish soldiers have lost their lives.  

As many as four thousand civilians have been killed by Special 
Units, the death squads, sent to the region to deter the Kurds from 
aiding the freedom fighters. And up to one half million have been 
forced to relocate to other parts of Kurdistan. All because of our 
inability as political leaders --both Turkish and Kurdish-- to sit down 
and negotiate an end to this enduring Kurdish question with candor 
and respect to the rights of the Kurds.  
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To end this vicious cycle, to bring an end to this violence, the 
leadership of the PKK declared a unilateral cease-fire on March 20, 
1993, until further notice. Thanks to this step, the Kurdish New Year, 
Newroz, celebrations were less bloody this year. To reassure the 
government in Ankara, and to let the world know that the Kurds have 
sided with peace and nonviolence, the cease-fire was extended again, 
on April 15, 1993, this time indefinitely, so long as the political and 
nonviolent steps were pursued in a genuine manner.  

I believe this cease-fire represents an opportunity for understanding 
and peace in Turkish Kurdistan. It will stop mothers to shed their tears 
and their sons to shed their blood. It will allow democracy to give 
deeper roots in Turkey and contribute to the political stability of the 
region. The cease-fire demands respect the territorial integrity of 
Turkish Republic and if pursued will pave the way for the brotherhood 
of the Turks and the Kurds on an equality basis. If I could sum them 
up for you:  
1.) The Kurdish identity must be recognized. 
2.) The use of the Kurdish Language in conversation and in writing 

should be legalized. 
3.) All cultural rights should be conceded. 
4.) The Regional Governorship should be abolished. 
5.) The Village Guard should be disarmed and disbanded. 
6.) Kurdish political parties must be given full legal and constitutional 

rights. 
7.) A general amnesty for all political prisoners. 
8.) An open forum must be created to resolve the remaining issues in a 

peaceful manner.  
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Ladies and Gentlemen, this conflict is not between the peoples of 
Turkey, the Kurds and the Turks. It is rather between the Kurds and 
the politically bankrupt and myopic government in Ankara, Turkey. 
The conflict is also a crisis of the Turkish democracy because some 
twenty million Kurds are treated with contempt and denied their most 
elementary human rights. In a world that is truly becoming a global 
village, peace and democracy are no longer the concerns of a few but 
rather the preoccupation of us all, that is if we want to have truth, 
understanding and beauty in the world. Thank you. 
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Chapter Two, entitled "The Developments of The Kurdish Question in 
Turkey", is devoted to different aspects of the Kurdish question since its 
emergence at the time of dismemberment of  the Ottoman Empire  till the capture 
of Ocalan in February 1999. After World War I the Kurdish question was 
internationally recognized as it was put on the agenda of Paris Peace Conference 
(1919-1920). In addition, the Treaty of Sèvres  (August 1920) provided for 
the creation of a Kurdish state. The Chapter also discusses the participation of 
many Kurds in the Turkish War of Independence led by Kemal Atatürk who did 
not keep his promises for the Kurds and adopted a policy that neglected their 
national and cultural rights. This policy evolved into an ideology that was 
enshrined in the following Turkish constitutions and laws. 

Chapter Four, entitled "The American Support for Turkey against PKK", is 
divided into four sections. It reveals that a number of political, security and 
ideological considerations have made the U.S.A. back Turkey's internal policies 
towards the Kurds including suppressing them and violating their civil rights under 
the pretext of fighting the PKK. The chapter presents figures and events that 
highlight the American military, economic, political, and intelligence support for 
Turkey. Although this support is unknown to the public opinion, it has been vital 
for Turkey in its struggle against the PKK. 

The last chapter is devoted to the topic of "American Criticism of Turkey's 
Policy Towards the Kurdish Question". It reviews the serious consequences of the 
war between Turkey and the PKK on Kurdish civilians. It also analyses the 
development of the American position, namely the executive authority, represented 
by the American administration, the legislative authority, represented by the 
Congress, American media and press, and human rights organizations,  on the 
suffering of Kurdish civilians as a result of Turkey's oppressive policy. 

In writing the thesis, the researcher has largely relied on English and Turkish 
sources including books, articles and academic papers as Arab universities and 
research centers have only paid scant attention to this topic.    
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Abstract 
The Kurdish question has attracted the attention of foreign and Turkish 

research and academic centres in the last two decades. However, the studies 
conducted by these centres have only devoted scant attention to the impact of The 
Kurdish question on Turkey's external relations, in general, and American- 
Turkish relations, in particular. To the researcher's best knowledge, no Turkish 
studies or papers have dealt with this topic. Therefore, the present study is an 
attempt to fill in the serious gap in this field. 

This thesis analyzes the general framework of American-Turkish relations  in the 
last decade of the 20th century with special reference to  the impact of the Kurdish 
question on these relations. This period witnessed significant developments in Turkey 
and the Middle East  in 1991. The capture of Abdula Ocalan, PKK leader, in 1999 
as a result of American-Turkish-Israeli intelligence collaboration marks the 
culmination of  strategic partnership between the two countries.  

The thesis is divided into four chapters. Chapter one deals with the American-
Turkish relations from World War II to 1999. This historical background is 
significant for it sheds light on the dimensions of these relations which are based on 
mutual interests and security needs. The first section traces the treaties signed 
between the two countries and American economic and military aid for Turkey. It 
also reviews the obstacles that encountered  their relations, especially the Cyprus 
crisis in 1974 and the weapons embargo imposed on Turkey in 1975. Then the 
section follows the enhancement of these relations following the serious 
developments in the region in the 1970s. The second section focuses on the fact that 
the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War did not diminish the 
strategic function of Turkey and the important role it played in protecting and 
serving American strategic interests.  It also reviews President Clinton's agenda 
when he visited Turkey in November 1999 when he referred to Turkey as "a 
strategic partner." 
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